Introduced by the City Council President at the request of the Office of General Counsel:  

ORDINANCE 2016-213
AN ORDINANCE APPROPRIATING $250,000.00 from THE GENERAL FUND Account TO the GENERAL COUNSEL JUDGMENTS, CLAIMS AND LOSSES ACCOUNT to pay for the settlement of pending litigation, AS INITIATED BY B.T. 16-061; APPROVING THE SETTLEMENT OF PENDING LITIGATION, THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOPLE, JACKSONVILLE BRANCH, AND THE JACKSONVILLE BROTHERHOOD OF AFRICAN AMERICAN FIREFIGHTERS v. CONSOLIDATED CITY OF JACKSONVILLE, Case No. 3:13-CV-161-J32MCR (M.D. Fla. 2013), REGARDING ALLEGED CLAIMS PERTAINING TO FIREFIGHTER HIRING, TRANSFERS, AND WORK ENVIRONMENT; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, a dispute among the Jacksonville Branch of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People, the Jacksonville Brotherhood of African American Firefighters, and the City of Jacksonville (“the Parties”) has persisted for many years, and is the subject of a lawsuit pending before the United States District Court for the Middle District of Florida known as The National Association for the Advancement of Colored People, Jacksonville Branch, and the Jacksonville Brotherhood of African American Firefighters v. Consolidated City of Jacksonville, Case No. 3:13-CV-161-J32MCR (M.D. Fla. 2013) (hereinafter referred to as the  “Lawsuit”); and
WHEREAS, the Parties have engaged in mediation over the course of years and recently reached an agreement to resolve the Lawsuit, and wish to codify such agreement; and
WHEREAS, Section 112.307 of the Jacksonville Ordinance Code requires that the City Council approves a settlement when its value exceeds $50,000.00; now therefore 

BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:

Section 1.

Appropriation.  For the 2015-2016 fiscal year, within the City’s budget, there are hereby appropriated the indicated sum(s) from the account(s) listed in subsection (a) to the account(s) listed in subsection (b):

(B.T. 16-061, attached hereto as Exhibit 1 and incorporated herein by this reference)

(a)
Appropriated from:


See B.T. 16-061




$250,000.00
(b)
Appropriated to:


See B.T. 16-061




$250,000.00

(c) 
Explanation of Appropriation. 

The appropriation described above is appropriating $250,000.00 from the General Fund to the Office of General Council – Judgments, Claims and Losses over $50,000 account.   

Section 2.

Purpose.  The purpose of the appropriation in Section 1 is to provide funding for the settlement of pending litigation in the case between the City of Jacksonville, the Jacksonville Branch of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People, and the Jacksonville Brotherhood of African American Firefighters.  

Section 3.

Approval of Settlement Agreement; Authorization to Execute and Implement. There is hereby approved and the Mayor, or his designee, and the Corporation Secretary, are authorized to execute and deliver, for and on behalf of the City, the Settlement Agreement in the form attached hereto as Exhibit 2, between the City of Jacksonville, the Jacksonville Branch of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People, and the Jacksonville Brotherhood of African American Firefighters, and to take, or cause to be taken, for and on behalf of the City, such further action as is necessary to effectuate the purpose of this Ordinance.


Section 4. 
Effective Date. This Ordinance shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor’s signature.
Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By: David J. D’Agata
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